FUNCTIONAL BEHAVIORAL ASSESSMENT

A collaborative and systematic investigation of a student’s challenging behavior to examine its relation to the environment, including the factors that precipitate and maintain it.  These data are analyzed to arrive at a hypothesis of its function.  This information is used to develop a three-part behavior intervention plan (BIP) to: 

· Decrease the challenging behavior

· Teach a replacement behavior that achieves the function of the challenging behavior

· Put in place a crisis/response plan for staff to follow when the challenging behavior occurs

All staff who work with the student need to be involved in the development of the plan and must consistently carry it out.  Staff should monitor the effectiveness of the plan and together determine and implement modifications as necessary.
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