DB Summit 2014: Literacy Session

Facilitators: Annette Carey, Nancy Steele

Estimated number of participants: Did anybody count? (ask Robbin or JR)
Nancy and Annette provided a 15-minute overview of the work, highlighting

· History of the All Children Can Read website

· Explanation of how current work is being accomplished through private work groups on NCDB website

· Work nearing completion (training materials, forms for submitting photo & video examples for inclusion on the site) 

· Proposed work moving forward into Year 2 

WHAT'S WORKING

What do we know/think is effective and working?
· Providing examples (photos and videos) 

· Private work groups – short-term, task-specific 

· Crosswalk to child outcomes 

· Helps people know where to start when planning instruction for a particular student (Literacy Skills Checklist); developmental, sequential approach 
· Using website to have conversations with teachers about connections to CCSS/other state standards  

· Search feature has been added 

· Helps us speak the language of Gen Ed.
· Can use examples to illustrate various stages/age levels - this allows educators/TA providers to talk about "here's the stage of literacy where your child is currently" not "your child is functioning as a 3-year old"

HOW CAN WE USE OUR NATIONAL NETWORK TO REPLICATE, LEARN FROM EACH OTHER, etc.

· Provide and use training materials – provide access to SDBPs through private group on NCDB website  

· Replicate trainings and share results/tips 

· Have DB Projects make training materials available to others in state (e.g. offer it, promote it, partner to provide it)  

· Add more pictures, examples 

· Demonstrate how site can connect to/support essential elements  

· Acknowledge that we have age/grade level elements/components 
CHALLENGES (WHAT ARE THE ISSUES?)
· Keeping content current 

· What happens now 

· Making sure the literacy website is prominent on NCDB website 

· Making sure people know how to find the Literacy skills checklist 

· Getting teachers to understand that the site has resources for populations beyond DB (e.g. how would you get a Gen Ed teacher to go to the site?) 

· Finding a way to use the site for monitoring learner progress   

· Getting the word out 
HOW CAN WE PARTBER TO ADDRESS COMMON CHALLENGES AND ISSUES? 
· Provide links to state deaf-blind projects (so people know who can help)  

· Think about how to add/carry the strategies into home settings  

· Think about adding capability to bookmark resources/build personal library 

· Explore ways to connect to OHOA (e.g. if you found this helpful, you might want to use this...)
· Think about developing an online tool comparable to Communication Matrix related to literacy  

· Create new workgroups  

· CELL fact sheets - use them as model - tweak for DB/multiple disabiities (first for infants, toddlers, preschoolers - then what about same thing demonstrating practices with other age groups  

· Add questions to video clips to explain content 

· Consider adding to the home page a "Start Here" button that would explain that age doesn't matter or indicate where the student is.  
· Perhaps develop a Literacy Matrix similar to the Communication Matrix; link sections to the website  
