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What is deafblindness? 
According to the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act  

(IDEA) of 2004, deaf-blindness means concomitant hearing and visual impairments, the 
combination of which causes such severe communication and other developmental and 
educational needs that they cannot be accommodated in special education programs 
solely for children with deafness or children with blindness. (Retrieved from http://
idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/%2Croot%2Cregs%2C on March 13, 2007.) 

What Combinations of Vision and Hearing Impairments (and other disabilities)  
Might Be Present? 

 

Documented Hearing Loss Documented Vision Loss Other Disabilities 

Documented hearing and vision loss as specified in the columns 
below can combine in any way. If the child is identified as having 
any of the below for hearing and any of the below for vision, then 
that child is eligible as “deafblind.” 

Can the student have other 
disabilities in addition to the 
sensory impairments and still 
be identified as deafblind? 

YES 
The student could also be iden-
tified as having other disabilities 
such as those listed below. It is 
also possible that the child will 
not have any other disabilities 
and will only have impairments 
in vision and hearing. 
Possible other disabilities: 

 Health Impairments 

 Cognitive Impairments 

 Physical / Orthopedic Impair-
ments 

 Speech, Communication, 
and/or Language Impairment 

 Other disabilities (such as 
autism, learning disabilities) 

Mild (26-40 dB loss) 
   

Low Vision (Visual acuity of 
20/70 to 20/200>) 

Moderate (41-55 dB loss) 
  

Legally Blind (Visual acuity of 
20/200 or less or field restric-
tion of 20 degrees) 

Moderately Severe (56-70 dB 
loss) 

Light Perception Only 
  

Severe (71-90 dB loss) Totally Blind 

Profound (91+ dB loss) Diagnosed Progressive Loss 

Diagnosed Progressive Loss Documented Functional Vision 
Loss 

Documented Functional Hear-
ing Loss 

Cortical Visual Impairment 

Auditory Neuropathy  

 A functional assessment is defined as a non-clinical assessment 
carried out by a trained professional (vision or hearing as appropri-
ate) using commonly  accepted tools, checklists, and measures. 
   

What is the profile of a student who is deafblind? 

 The student is likely to have one sense more impaired than the other 

 One sense is a relative strength in comparison to the other 

 The student has additional impairments that could include health impairments; cognitive impairment; physi-
cal/orthopedic impairments; as well as speech, communication, and/or language impairments 

 On the December 1 child count, the student is often reported as multiply impaired  

Are all  who are 
identified as deafblind similar to 
Helen Keller? 

 

NO 
 

Identifying individuals as deafblind 
based on a “Helen Keller stereo-

type” is inappropriate. 

Why Identify Students as Having 
Impairments in Both Vision and 

Hearing? 
 

 Vision and hearing are the two pri-
mary senses by which we learn 

 Appropriate identification of sensory 
impairments can assist educational 
professionals in appropriately plan-
ning to meet the student’s educa-
tional needs 

 Specially designed instruction might 
be needed 

 Adapted materials might be needed 
 Corrective lenses and/or hearing 

aids might be needed 
 Related / supplemental services 

might be needed (e.g., orientation & 
mobility, vision support services, 
hearing support services) 

Why refer students who have impairments in both vision and hearing 
to the Nevada Dual Sensory Impairment Project? 
The project provides on-site technical assistance at no cost to the family or 
school district. This assistance can be in the form of student-specific consul-
tations , training workshops, lending library materials / resources, and more.  

Nevada Dual Sensory 
Impairment Project 

Dept. of Educational Specialties 

Mail Stop 299 

University of Nevada, Reno 

Reno, NV 89557 

Web: http://www.unr.edu/educ/ndsip/ 

775-784-6471 

Toll-free in Nevada: 1-877-621-5042  

Free 

A
ssistance 

http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/%2Croot%2Cregs%2C
http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/%2Croot%2Cregs%2C

