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[image: image2.png]This is Natalie...

Natalie is 12 months old. She is able to see out of
her right eye, despite a coloboma affecting her optic
nerve. She does not see at all out of her left eye.
Natalie has a sensorineural loss in both ears and
wears a cochlear implant on her left side. She loves
to be held and cuddled, kicks her legs when she is
happy, and is starting to use her hands to learn
about her world. Natalie is deafblind.





       Identifying Infants and Toddlers with 

Combined Vision and Hearing Loss 

[image: image3.png]Meet Anthony...

Anthony is 2 years old.

He was diagnosed with

Cerebral Palsy several

months after birth. He has

a gastrointestinal tube for

feeding and needs round the

clock respiratory suctioning.

4 He has a significant hearing
m—— loss and wears hearing aids.

He also has Cortical Visual Impairment. Anthony

is interested in watching people sign to him and

he makes some sounds. Anthony is deafblind.





The term deaf-blindness describes children who have both vision and hearing loss
          [image: image4.png]B, 'm Natalie.
Natalie is 8 months old. She has
6 duplication, a rare genetic
syndrome. She also has Cortical
Visual Impairment.low vision, and
mild to moderate hearing loss.

Her complex medical needs require
around the clock nursing care.
Natalie doesn’t crawl or roll yet,
but likes using her vision to look
ather family. Natalie is deafblind.
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       For More Information Contact 
Insert DB Project information here 


Did you know?





Most children with deaf-blindness have different amounts of usable hearing and vision





More than 90% of children with combined vision and hearing loss have additional disabilities or health problems





Having multiple disabilities or complex health problems often keeps combined vision and hearing loss from being recognized or addressed in very young children 




















Building a Foundation for Learning  





When both vision and hearing are affected natural opportunities to learn and communicate can be severely limited





Early intervention methods look different from those for children who have only vision or hearing loss





Starting early helps young children learn how to use their residual vision and hearing 





State and national resources are available to support infants and toddlers with combined vision and hearing loss, their families and early intervention providers 





National data indicate an issue related to under identification �of infants who have both vision and hearing loss





Approximately 9,500 children birth-21 years old are identified annually





Over the past five years less than 1% have been infants birth to one 





This average jumps 149% to 209 children who are one year old and


 increases 56% to 325 children two years of age





The increase at three years old from Part C early intervention services to 


Part B preschool services is much smaller – 20%  


EHDI National Conference, April 2013





Addressing Under Identification





Part C Service Coordinators can assist in addressing the issue of under-identification. 





By increasing awareness of conditions that put infants and young children at risk for combined vision and hearing loss, they can work with families to ensure appropriate referrals and evaluations.








Some Risk Factors for Combined Vision and Hearing Loss 


Maternal infection, Prenatal exposure to drugs/alcohol


Hereditary/Genetic conditions


Premature birth, Low birth weight / Low Apgar Scores


Neurological injuries/Conditions


Trauma/Injury to the eye or ear


Multiple disabilities


Family history of vision and hearing loss . . . 
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